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of the kingdoms of Philip of Spain: and so it bears out the assertion of King
Philip's godson Philip Sidney, that the enemies of Leicester and the foes of Queen
T?1'" 1 eth were identical.
Brieger described his information, whether as to "Dudley" or the other
heretics in "Anglia, Scotia, Gallia, Belgio et Germania" as "diligently and faith-
fully collected out of Latin, French and Italian writings": and he garnished his
title page with the same threat " lob €.20 " which had appeared in Latin and
English as a text for the pretended " Letter wryten by a Master of Arte in
Cambrige," 1584.
Leicester is held up by him as the real ruler of England, to whom the Queen
is enslaved, and by whom she will soon be murdered: " The satraps of Robert"
(his title omitted as a deliberate insult) " govern in every direction: Lord Grey in
Ireland, George Carew in the Isle of Wight,1 Amias Paulet and Thomas Lay ton in
Jersey and Guernsey"* In London the metropolis of all England he is well served
by Roland ' Henardum' and the furious ' Fleetvvoodum'; and at the Tower by
Owen Hofton (Atheist and Puritan' . . . "3
The Queen's personal safety and the kingdom and people are all endangered
by her allowing " Robert himself" to be Master of the Horse, and his brother the
Earl of Warwick Master of the Ordnance, by which the armed power of the State
" is at his absolute commandment." It is alleged that in "Killenworth " Leicester
has arms for 10,000 men in readiness to rebel; that his enemies are all either exiled
or in prison; that with traitrous intent he had betrothed his son to a damsel of
Royal blood, Lady Arabella Stuart: his plan being to make away not only with
Elizabeth but witn Mary Queen of Scots and James VI, that he might establish
his own posterity on the thrones of England and Scotland, This he would have
achieved—asserts the libeller—had not the Almighty frustrated him by the death of
his son.
Though this is all derived from the libels in English and French, the Latin
libeller adds that" the Earls of Arundel and Surrey}i were brought to their death by
Leicester in 1585. But Philip, Earl of Arundel and Surrey was alive in 1585; nor
was he sentenced until 1589 (after Leicester's death); and he did not die till 1595.
The previous grotesque falsehoods of the other libels as to the Countess of Essex
are reiterated; as also that Leicester was responsible for poisoning Cardinal
*pp. 26-27.   3The Queen's cousin, Sir George Carey, eldest son of her Lord Chamberlain   Henry
Lord Hunsdon.
3 Sir Tho9 Leighton, married to the Countess of Leicester's sister; and thus son-in-law to the Queen's
cousin Sir Francis Knollys, Treasurer of her Household.
3Notice the use of the terms "Atheist" and "Puritan" as synonymous. Whenever Leicester or any
of the Queen's officers is styled "Puritan" in his own day, the epithet "Atheist" usually follows.
But this escapes notice; hence the delusion that Leicester was one of the declared leaders of the
Puritan party: an error given fresh currency by Dr. Conyers Read in his Preface to " Ur. Secretary
Walsingham and the PoUcy of Queen Elizabeth." (Oxford, 1925).

